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CHINESE STUDIES MAJOR
Overview
Chinese studies is dedicated to the study of China both as a vital part 
of the world today and one of the longest continuing civilizations of 
human history. To study China is to be exposed to a world of difference 
evidenced in language, literature, art, philosophy, religion, and history, as 
well as social, political, and economic structures. In intellectual terms, 
these differences challenge students' assumptions about themselves and 
the world they are living in and fruitfully lead to greater self-awareness 
and appreciation of the richness of human traditions and conditions. 
In practical terms, China's unprecedented economic development and 
the critical role that it has come to play in the world today suggests the 
timely importance of Chinese studies.

The Chinese studies major has a dual focus on language and cultural 
studies. It provides students solid training in reading and speaking 
knowledge of Mandarin Chinese. An interdisciplinary major, it also 
introduces students to a broad range of Chinese cultural issues 
and critical phenomena through multiple disciplines. Students will 
take courses in both Chinese and English. Students will complete 
the major with not only a firm competence in Mandarin Chinese but also 
a deep familiarity of China's literary, philosophical, religious, political, 
and social traditions and their transformations in modernity. 
The major will help to prepare students to begin a professional career 
with a China component or start their graduate studies.

CIP Code
05.0123 - Chinese Studies.

You can use the CIP code to learn more about career paths associated 
with this field of study and, for international students, possible post-
graduation visa extensions. Learn more about CIP codes and other 
information resources.
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