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HISTORY
The study of history is an important component of a well-rounded liberal
arts education. By understanding the origin and development of peoples
and nations, their interrelations and interactions, as well as specific areas
and movements that have shaped the modern world, the student is better
able to comprehend and evaluate contemporary events. A thorough
comprehension of history further enables the student to place the study
of other disciplines in their historical context. It is, thereby, a valuable
asset in the student’s course of study as well as an excellent preparation
for many professional careers that require a broad social vision and
global awareness.

Program Activities
Honors in History
To graduate with the distinction of Departmental Honors, majors need
to maintain a 3.500 G.P.A. Among the 10 courses required for the major,
students seeking to graduate with honors will successfully complete a
four-credit honors tutorial and thesis (HIST 4999 Tutorial), and a 5000-
level graduate course which will be treated as the Department Seminar.

Phi Alpha Theta, the National History Honor Society
The mission of Phi Alpha Theta is to promote the study of history and
to create a space for intellectual exchange among students and faculty
members. It is one of the few honor and professional historical societies
that encourages student participation at all its functions. The Chi Phi
Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta at Fordham University sponsors many
activities throughout the year, including field trips to museums in the
New York area and lectures by notable speakers each semester. Phi
Alpha Theta members at Fordham are active in regional and national
competitions for scholarly prizes. For information about membership,
contact Nicholas Paul, Ph.D., at 718-817-3928.

Accelerated Master’s Program
Please read the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Accelerated
Master’s Programs section, which is located under the heading of Special
Academic Programs in the chapter on Academic Programs, Policies, and
Procedures of this bulletin. Outstanding history students, with grade
point averages of 3.2 or better, may apply for early admission to the
M.A. program. Students submit their applications in the spring of their
junior year and enter the program in the senior year, when they take two
graduate courses. These courses count toward the B.A. and are accepted
for the M.A. at Fordham.

With credit for the two courses, students are able to complete a history
M.A. in two terms of full-time study after completing their bachelor’s.
M.A. students may either complete a thesis, normally as part of a
research seminar, or take a comprehensive exam after completion of
coursework. Students from the FCRH, FCLC, and PCS campuses are
eligible to opt for early admission into the M.A. program, although all
graduate courses are given at Rose Hill. The Department of History
offers the M.A. in medieval, modern European, American, Latin-American
and Latino, gender, and global history. There is also the option of an
M.A. without a concentration. Applications are made online through the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences website.

For more information
Visit the History department web page.
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