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THEOLOGY (PH.D.)
Concentrations
Bible
The program in Bible equips students with a sound linguistic and 
exegetical training for research and teaching. Reading courses in Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek are fundamental to the program, and study of other 
ancient languages relevant to the student's area of research are available 
through the Inter-University Doctoral Consortium and the New York 
Theological Group.

In addition to French and German, students in Bible must demonstrate 
proficiency in Hebrew and Greek through departmental exams and 
proficiency in Aramaic through a course or tutorial.

A student whose field of study is Bible will take his or her two major 
exams in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and New Testament. The 
dissertation area exam will focus on the testament in which the student 
is concentrating.

Judaism and Christianity in Antiquity
Judaism and Christianity in Antiquity is a field of study for doctoral 
training that enables students to understand the encounters of Jews and 
Christians with other cultures of the Greco-Roman world.

Fordham’s program promotes immersion in the rich diversity of ancient 
communities and traditions, from the Levant and Asia Minor to North 
Africa and Rome. It provides advanced instruction in the methods, 
issues, and resources of Second Temple Judaism, New Testament, 
Rabbinics, and early Christian studies. Our faculty members embrace 
interdisciplinary research into literary sources, material artifacts, and 
ritual practices in order to explore theological themes and diverse 
constructions of identity.

As part of the courses required of all Ph.D. students in theology, 
students are required to take one course in Second Temple Judaism 
(THEO 6026) and one course in Greco-Roman World (THEO 6192 The 
Greco-Roman Context of Early Christianity).

Students select two general exams from the following list of five options. 
Some restrictions apply. See appendix 4 in the Graduate Student 
Handbook. The five options are, The Standard New Testament exam 
offered in Bible, The Standard Patristics/Early Christianity exam (which 
covers ca. 250-600 CE) offered in History of Christianity/Historical 
Theology, An Ante-Nicene Christianity Exam, A Second Temple Judaism 
Exam, and A Greco-Roman World Exam.

In dissertation research, students are encouraged to push the current 
boundaries of topics and methods in their chosen fields. Our faculty 
members embrace research into practices and artifacts, as well as the 
customary literary sources, in order to explore theological themes and 
diverse constructions of social identity.

History of Christianity
Faculty members and students in history of Christianity/historical 
theology examine the ways in which Christians, through the centuries, 
have engaged their tradition, its beliefs and practices, and the world in 
which they live. Theology and doctrine, devotional life and practices, 
liturgy, institutions, cultural productions, and lived religion are all foci for 
study. Faculty and students focus on specific theologians in particular 

contexts (e.g., Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, Henri de Lubac), on historical 
periods and/or regions (e.g., the early Byzantine era, the medieval 
west, the United States, 20th century Europe), or on themes throughout 
Christian history (e.g., asceticism, the papacy, heresy, Jewish-Christian 
relations, mysticism, gender, embodiment, sacred space).

In addition to French and German, students in historical theology/history 
of Christianity who intend to write a dissertation in a pre-modern period 
for which Latin and/or Greek is necessary must demonstrate proficiency 
in the relevant language(s) by the successful completion of the relevant 
exam(s).

At the current time, the faculty in historical theology/history of 
Christianity define the possible areas of research in which a student may 
select a major or minor exam as follows: Early, Medieval, and Modern. 
Each area of research has its own bibliography selected by the faculty. A 
student whose field of study is historical theology/history of Christianity 
will select two of these areas of research for his or her major exams.

Systematic Theology
Systematic theology engages Roman Catholic theology in historical 
and contemporary eras, while also facilitating the study of Orthodoxy, 
Protestantism, and other religious traditions and worldviews. In addition 
to classical topics (such as theologies of God and Christ), the Systematic 
theology program enables students to focus on ethics, ecclesiology, 
ecological theology, feminist theology, liberation theology, liturgical 
theology, Orthodox theology, philosophical theology, and Catholic social 
thought.

In an effort to bring more precision and, indeed, comprehensiveness to 
the comprehensive exams in systematic theology, each student in the 
field of study will adhere to the following principles concerning the two 
major exams. The first topic that all students in systematic theology will 
propose is an overview of 20th and 21st century theology. A bibliography 
of "Paradigmatic Works" is available as the basis for this question. 
The second topic that each student will propose is one of the areas of 
the "grid" in systematic theology. At the current time, these areas are 
identified as follows: fundamental theology, theology of God, Christology, 
theological anthropology, ecclesiology, sacramental theology, and moral 
theology.

Theological and Social Ethics
This newly launched field of study in the Department of Theology enables 
students to develop rigorous and robust scholarly expertise in theological 
and social ethics, informed by attention to theory, context, and practice. 
This field of study integrates and amplifies existing departmental and 
university strengths in the contemporary and historical study of ethics. 
Faculty members bring particular acumen in Catholic traditions, feminist 
and liberationist ethics, bioethics, economic, and environmental ethics.

As part of the courses required of all Ph.D. students in theology, students 
must enroll in the annual designated doctoral seminar (identified from 
among annual departmental course listings) and in a one-time praxis-
based tutorial (to amplify the student’s experience in considering issues 
of theological, social, and ethical significance by attending to context and 
praxis).

All students in TSE are required to pass language exams in French and 
German. Students may elect to substitute Spanish, depending upon the 
student’s scholarly research agenda.
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The structure of the doctoral exams follows established procedures for 
the department. The first major exam must be "Major Texts in Theological 
and Social Ethics." The second major exam addresses key themes, texts, 
methods, and/or figures in a particular area but must be sufficiently 
distinct from the dissertation topic. Students may choose among the 
options that include: philosophical sources and theological ethics; 
foundational theological ethics; Catholic social thought; topical exams 
(bioethics, economic ethics, gender and sexuality, liberationist and 
feminist, race and white privilege, environmental ethics); and theological 
ethics in comparative and historical contexts. The minor exam is chosen 
from existing exams offered by the other fields of study and must be 
sufficiently distinct from the dissertation topic.
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