ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
(EVGL)

EVGL 0230. Renewable Energy, Business Considerations, and
Litigations. (3 Credits)

This course will address key issues impacting both new utility-scale
project development in the renewable energy sector as well as the
growth of the domestic renewable energy industry. Some of the
topics we will explore include the current domestic transmission
infrastructure, the implications of the existing electric grid for future
interconnection access, curtailment risks, and how these factors are
shaping the future of certain renewable energy sectors; whether a
property right to unobstructed wind flowing across one’s property
exists and in which countries or states such right may be recognized;
how certain animal species, weather conditions, and military interests
may impact project siting; and how municipal tax assessments and
federal tax credits respectively may result in forum shopping among
the counties and states regarding where a solar project should be
sited. We will also compare European case law to U.S. case law for
purposes of examining how the interplay of science and public policy
factors into the formation of laws, legal decisions, business decisions,
and the evolution of domestic policy guidelines. During each class, we
examine whether innovations exist or creative solutions can be devised
that can serve as either a temporary bridge or more permanent
solution to the issues raised. <p> Grades will be based on in-class
participation and a final paper each student will author.

Attribute: LLM.

EVGL 0290. Climate Change Law and Policy. (2 Credits)

The overwhelming consensus among climate change scientists is
that (i) unchecked climate change will cause sea level rise and major
disruptions to agriculture and other essential global systems; (ii) it

is primarily the result of human activities; (iii) we must substantially
reduce global emissions of greenhouse gases as quickly as possible;
and (iv) regardless of reductions, we face considerable climate change
adaptation challenges due to the greenhouse gases already in the
atmosphere. <p> In this course, we will review the underlying science
of climate change and the policy issues it raises. We will explore

legal issues associated with ways to address climate change and its
effects, ranging from increased use of renewable energy and energy
conservation, various forms of carbon-use fees and emissions trading
to highly controversial "geo-engineering" approaches, along with
their implications for both existing law and the need for additional
legislation. The course will examine the evolution and current state of
U.S. common law, legislation and regulations at the federal, regional,
state and local level, including the Federal Inflation Reduction Act,
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered Species Act; the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative; New York State's plan to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and increase resiliency; and New York
City's plan to address these same issues. <p> Climate change is a
global problem and requires a global solution. Accordingly, we will
devote considerable attention to international efforts to address
climate change, from the first World Climate Change Conference in
1979 to the most recent Conference of the Parties (COP) to the 2015
Paris Agreement and beyond. In particular, we will focus on issues of
equity and the balance which must be struck between the needs of
developed and developing nations in this new and challenging world of
limits. <p> This course has a scheduled open book final exam.
Attributes: ABGS, ID, LAWI, LAWJ, LLM.

Mutually Exclusive: EVGL 0318, EVGL 0318, EVGL 0318.
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EVGL 0302. Environ Deal Making and Strategy. (2 Credits)

The private transactional marketplace, in which environmental
outcomes - economic and behavioral — are negotiated and
implemented, has matured rapidly in the past 30 years. This course
will explore the increasingly sophisticated strategies and techniques
used to create results in a variety of corporate transactions. Similarly,
the disclosure marketplace, in which environmental information is
transmitted to stakeholders, has grown well beyond the bounds of SEC
reporting. The course will explore the contours and consequences

of this disclosure revolution and its effect on global capital markets.
Finally, dynamic new companies designed to address foundational
environmental questions such as energy efficiency, greenhouse gas
emissions, and waste disposal, have begun to disrupt and transform
long-established industries to create more sustainable outcomes
across the U.S. and the world. Through the insights of guest speakers -
the founders of some of these companies - the course will explore the
limits and possibilities of creating a new environmental future.
Attribute: LLM.

EVGL 0317. Renewable Energy Development Law. (3 Credits)

This course examines the law's role in the ongoing transformation of
the U.S. electric power sector to renewable resources. The course
begins by getting students comfortable with the basics of electricity
law, including what counts as "renewable" energy, how electric utility
regulation works, and what it takes to operate an electric grid. It

then turns to examples from large-scale wind power development

to introduce issues like intermittency and transmission challenges,
power purchase contracting, federal tax incentive systems, site leasing
negotiation, zoning and environmental permitting and review, and
opposition litigation. Next, it turns to small- and community-scale
solar energy development, with a deep dive into the utility economics
of rooftop solar incentives, and further exploration of property, tort,
contract, zoning, and environmental permitting issues relevant to
solar power. It finishes with explorations of cutting edge topics like
electricity storage and clean vehicles. Students will leave with a better
understanding of the interdisciplinary and multi-doctrinal expertise
required to begin to provide legal counsel to parties on all sides of this
highly regulated, booming industry. <p> Course grade is based on an
open note final written exam.

Attributes: BFE, ID, LLM.

Mutually Exclusive: EVGL 0751, EVGL 0751, EVGL 0751.
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EVGL 0318. Climate Change Law. (2 Credits)

This course examines how legal systems have dealt with the world's
most challenging economic, technical, environmental, and political
problem: climate change. The course begins with a litigator's look

at the "basic argument" of climate change, outlining the scientific
case for human-caused climate disruption from the perspective

of evidentiary standards and expert testimony. It then turns to
international efforts to coordinate climate response actions through
multilateral treaty making, examining the tumultuous development
and implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, including the Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement,
and problematizing the idea of national responsibility against evidence
of inequality across and within societies. It next closely reviews the
largely unsuccessful history of efforts to force a national climate
change response in the United States, from the deep hesitancy of

the federal courts to craft a judicial remedy; to the deep partisan
divisions standing in the way of legislation; to the vulnerability of
efforts to craft administrative regulations under existing laws. With
federal action off the table, the course shifts to state and local efforts
to fight climate change; the emerging law of climate adaptation that is
developing as the climate changes; and proposals to "hack the planet"
through purposefully altering the atmosphere or massively intervening
in the planet's carbon cycle, in discussions of geoengineering and
carbon credit market development. Finally, the course follows the
money, examining efforts to regulate corporate climate disclosure, the
fight over ESG reforms, and questions of climate-informed finance.
Students will be introduced to a broad set of tools and materials to
pursue "climate-informed lawyering" in whatever practice area they
might ultimately pursue in their careers. <p> The course makes use

of a "flipped classroom" format, with recorded lectures and out-of-
class research questions. In-class time is devoted to discussing the
research questions and developing term paper topics. <p> Course
grade is based on a final term paper.

Attributes: ICE, JD, LLM.

Mutually Exclusive: EVGL 0290, EVGL 0290, EVGL 0290, EVGL 0290.

EVGL 0321. Urban Lab. (2 Credits)

This is an interdisciplinary graduate course with field study component
on dynamics of urban neighborhood change. The course is co-taught
by faculty across the university, primarily intended for graduate
students in Law and Urban Studies, but open to all graduate students.
The course will examine two New York City neighborhoods as case
studies, exploring culture, community, politics, economics, law, and
other forces that drive social, demographic, and physical change over
time. Students are expected to create an interdisciplinary case study
of change in a New York City neighborhood over time, along with the
root causes and drivers of such change. The course will meet for two
hours per week as a seminar component and additional field work to
be scheduled during the semester.

Updated: 04-29-2026

EVGL 0337. Environmental Law. (2 to 3 Credits)

This course surveys the federal statutes, regulations, common law
principles, and policies that address a wide range of environmental
problems. The course begins by providing an introduction to
environmental issues, basic theoretical concepts, common law cases,
and the administrative law background necessary to understand

this field of law. The course then proceeds to examine the goals of
pollution control statutes and the criteria guiding decisions about the
stringency of regulations. We will study relevant portions of the major
federal environmental statutes as they relate to understanding the
different regulatory criteria employed, e.g., effects-based standards,
technology-based standards, and cost-benefit considerations.

The statutes that we will study include the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act, the Endangered Species Act, and
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (or Superfund). The course will also compare the different
ways of achieving environmental goals, including traditional regulation,
economic incentives, information-based approaches, pollution
prevention, and ecological restoration. Students will be assessed
through a combination of classroom participation and an in-class,
open-book final examination.

Attributes: CORC, INLJ, PIE.



EVGL 0751. Energy Law. (2 to 3 Credits)

Cutting-edge technologies, coupled with policy, legal, and business
considerations, are currently transforming the energy world as we
know it. Dynamic changes are impacting conventional and renewable
energy operations alike, in ways that will make a meaningful difference
in tomorrow’s energy future. This course will examine real-world
approaches to issues that companies face with respect to energy
projects and their related devices, ranging from the rationale behind
certain strategic business decisions, to securing debt or equity
financing for novel technologies, to determining appropriate litigation
strategy based on existing laws, case precedent, and state-of-

the-art scientific know-how. We will explore statutes, federal laws,
case law, policy, and other factors influencing both traditional and
renewable energy projects and resources, with a heavy focus on
renewable energy technologies, from wind and solar projects, to
more unconventional projects, such as those involving piezoelectric
flooring and roads. Examples of issues we will explore include (i) how
curtailment risk, interconnection access, and electric grid integration
are shaping the future of the wind, solar, and battery storage sectors,
(ii) how certain European countries that rely on geothermal or wind
energy in their standard energy mix use law to encourage their
residents to adopt these measures, (iii) how certain animal species,
weather conditions, and military interests may impact project siting,
(iv) how weather-related risks impact energy projects and how to
hedge such risks through certain financial products, (v) how the
confluence of scientific data and public perception influences whether
a project will be built, and (vi) how consumer choice, social media, and
direct interactions with certain innovations can be a driver of change,
catalyzing the more rapid deployment of futuristic technologies

and the evolution of smart cities. To foster an understanding of how
developments in Europe and elsewhere are impacting the current
domestic landscape, we will compare European case law to U.S. case
law, examining how the interplay of science and public policy factors
into legal decisions, as well as the formulation of business decisions,
laws, and policy guidelines. During each class, we examine whether
creative solutions can be devised that can serve as either a temporary
bridge or more permanent solution to the issues raised. <p> This class
will feature a number of in-class interactive simulations, during which
students will role-play to gain experience presenting, confronting,

and addressing issues. All simulations are based on products and
companies that are currently in the marketplace, or that could come to
market in the near future. In the past, such simulations have included
pitching an investment bank to debt finance a company that installs
LED lighting in commercial real estate buildings, competing in a
“beauty contest” among start-ups and relatively new-to-market
renewable energy companies for equity financing from funds, and
arguing before a panel of judges the merits of whether a community
wind project should be built.

Attributes: LAWB, LAWI, LLM.

Mutually Exclusive: EVGL 0317, EVGL 0317, EVGL 0317.

Environmental Law (EVGL) 3

EVGL 1321. Urban Lab Fieldwork. (1 Credit)

This is an interdisciplinary graduate course with field study component
on dynamics of urban neighborhood change. The course is co-taught
by faculty across the university, primarily intended for graduate
students in Law and Urban Studies, but open to all graduate students.
The course will examine two New York City neighborhoods as case
studies, exploring culture, community, politics, economics, law, and
other forces that drive social, demographic, and physical change over
time. Students are expected to create an interdisciplinary case study
of change in a New York City neighborhood over time, along with the
root causes and drivers of such change. The course will meet for two
hours per week as a seminar component and additional field work to
be scheduled during the semester.
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